Sustainable Path Foundation
Notes from Grant Applicant Info Sessions (12/5 and 12/9)

General Information
Sustainable Path Foundation Grants Committee members are excited about:
- Learning together 
- Innovative or new projects
- Building relationships with people and organizations

We’re looking for:
- Innovative or new projects
- A past history of success in executing work
- Significance to our whole-systems framework
- Targeted activities
- Projects that have staying power and/or the likelihood of growth

Things to emphasize in your proposals:
- Your vision
- The activities you’re taking to achieve that vision
- Why your project is innovative
- The bottlenecks or needs
- Connection to the whole-systems framework
Questions and Answers

Who’s on your Committee?
It’s a group of our Group Philanthropy Partners (donors), all from different backgrounds: science, business, nonprofit, education, etc. About half are Board members and a few are founding Sustainable Path Board members. 
Is the tendency to award many smaller grants? Or a few larger grants? 
We’ve been somewhere in between. We’ve tended to grant about $105,000 per year among approximately six to ten organizations. 

How many LOIs do you receive? 
Last year we received over 50 (and made grants to seven organizations). 

What happens if an organization receives partial funding? 
Organizations will work with their Grantee Liaisons—Grants Committee members who volunteer to be the point person for a grantee—to determine a mutually agreed upon scope of work within the revised funding amount. 

Do you help build or foster relationships among grantees? 

Yes, we’re very receptive to fostering strong partnerships. Collaboration is one of our values.

In the past you have set aside a pool of funds for education grants. Will you do so this year?

No, we won’t have a separate education pool this year. 

Our organization affects food systems more broadly, but we also have lots of effective day-to-day programming. At what level should we focus our request?
You are free to make that decision. Keep in mind that the grants are one year in duration, and not extremely large. One of our goals is for you to use them to help seed your idea. Remember to share your vision and what you anticipate as outcomes and outputs. 
Do you see or use themes in the cycles? 
Yes, we often see themes, but we’ve chosen not to focus on any. 

What is your definition of sustainability? And does it change over time?

To us, sustainability includes resilience, persistence, and healthy interaction between natural and built systems. As a group so focused on evidence, that definition may change over time. 
Will you fund small-scale projects? 
We don’t have a lower limit on our funding. And we appreciate the idea of having demonstrations about what works – small or large. 
Do you support projects for more than one year?

We make one-year grants, and generally we like to see new or different innovations the next time. We have supported projects for more than one year, most often when they’ve taken the project to the next level. 
Do you have a preference about projects having other funders (which ones, how many, what size)?

We don’t have any specific parameters around that. But we do consider it and think about whether the organization needs our money to get their work done. 


